
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Women of Influence Launches the Name Her, Nominate Her Campaign as the 29th Annual  
RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur Awards Call for Nominations Officially Open 

 
TORONTO, ON – JANUARY 25, 2021 – RBC and Women of Influence are announcing the call for nominations for 
the 2021 RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur Awards. This year’s Name Her, Nominate Her campaign marks the 
29th year of the awards which provide national recognition to Canada's most accomplished and impactful women 
entrepreneurs, whose successful businesses contribute significantly to the local, national and global economy.  

 
The events of this past year have created incredible challenges for all entrepreneurs, with studies showing that 
women in particular have been hardest hit by the global pandemic. According to a recent report from the Women 
Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub (WEKH), “...COVID-19 has amplified structural barriers...affected women 
entrepreneurs more than men...and Indigenous, racialized and other diverse entrepreneurs most of all.”1 This year, 
it’s more important than ever to elevate the women entrepreneurs in our communities who continue to invest it 
all, demonstrating remarkable resilience and innovation in the face of all obstacles. It’s time to recognize their 
work in front of a national audience — and a nomination is the first step. 
 
“Despite the tremendous challenges Canadian businesses have faced in the last year, we’ve seen an incredible show 
of entrepreneurial spirit, leadership and resilience among women entrepreneurs to protect and strengthen our 
business and local communities,” says Greg Grice, Executive Vice President, Business Financial Services, RBC. 
“There are countless inspiring stories of women business leaders who have been critical voices, and forces of 
change and innovation in this critical time. As we turn the page to a new year, RBC is proud to continue our efforts 
to nominate and celebrate their stories through the 2021 RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur Awards program in 
partnership with Women of Influence.” 
 
Since its inception, close to 50,000 women have been nominated for the RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur 
Awards and over 190 Awards have been presented for outstanding entrepreneurial achievement. Each of these 
prestigious awards is tailored to recognize women from all sectors of the economy and at all stages of business 
growth. They include: Ones to Watch Award, Women Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub Micro-Business Award, 
Start-Up Award, RBC Momentum Award, Social Change Award: Regional Impact, Social Change Award: 
National/International Impact, Innovation Award, and Excellence Award. 

  
“After one of the most challenging years for an entrepreneur, we’re excited to shine a spotlight on the countless 
women who have overcome adversity and redefined what success looks like,” says Alicia Skalin, Co-CEO, Women of 
Influence. “We are calling on all corporations, organizations, and individuals alike to champion the ‘Name Her, 
Nominate Her’ movement and help pay it forward to the business owners who have turned challenges into 
opportunities and deserve recognition.” 
 
Nominate here: http://www.womenofinfluence.ca/rbc-cwea. 
 
 

1The State of Women’s Entrepreneurship in Canada 2020, Women Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub (WEKH) 
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About the RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur Awards  
The RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur Awards are the pre-eminent national business awards recognizing the 
country’s leading female entrepreneurs. The awards are an initiative of Women of Influence, an award-winning 
organization dedicated to advancing women globally. 

 
About RBC 
Royal Bank of Canada is a global financial institution with a purpose-driven, principles-led approach to delivering 
leading performance. Our success comes from the 86,000+ employees who leverage their imaginations and 
insights to bring our vision, values and strategy to life so we can help our clients thrive and communities prosper. 
As Canada’s biggest bank, and one of the largest in the world based on market capitalization, we have a diversified 
business model with a focus on innovation and providing exceptional experiences to our 17 million clients in 
Canada, the U.S. and 34 other countries. Learn more at www.rbc.com. 
At RBC, Diversity and Inclusion is more than just a value, it’s our strength. Our rich pool of diverse talent – and the 
unique perspectives and ideas they bring – enables us to bring our purpose of helping clients thrive and 
communities prosper. For more than a decade, RBC has helped foster the advancement of women leaders in 
business and we have proudly celebrated Canadian entrepreneurs as the presenting sponsor of the RBC Canadian 
Women Entrepreneur Awards program. 
 
About Women of Influence Worldwide Inc.  
 
Women of Influence, now in its 27th year, is one of North America’s leading organizations offering solutions for 
workplace gender equality and women's advancement. Through our global events, digital media, signature awards, 
and consulting, Women of Influence reaches a diverse community of professional women and men across Canada 
and internationally. Providing insights and inspiration, perspectives on key issues, and creating opportunities to 
connect — we are making change happen for women, today. Our signature programs include the Top 25 Women 
of Influence Awards and the RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur Awards. For more information, please visit 
www.womenofinfluence.com 
 
 
For interview requests or further information please contact: 
 
Amanda Kruzich, Women of Influence, 416-456-8633, akruzich@womenofinfluence.ca 
Yuri Park, RBC, 437-229-2742, yuri.park@rbc.com 
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